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Module Aims: To provide an opportunity for students to undertake a small-scale research 
project relating to issues involving children, young people and families.  
 

 
 
 
 



 

Intended Learning Outcomes 
 
At the end of this module, using academic writing conventions, including Harvard 
referencing, students will be able to: 

 
1. Critically apply a range of research skills and ethical protocols to collect data relating to 

an issue relevant to children, young people and families (KS 6) 
2. Critically interpret and evaluate data, comparing and contrasting competing explanations 

and theories to develop informed judgements about the relationship between theory, 
policy and practice (KS 3; KS 5). 

3. Critically analyse and present findings from the research study (KS 1; KS 4). 
4. Summarise and disseminate the main findings that have emerged from the research 

study and the implications of these in/for practice (KS 1; KS 4). 
 
Key skills for employability: 
 
1. Written, oral and media communication skills  
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills  
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills  
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy  
5. Information management skills  
6. Research skills  
7. Intercultural and sustainability skills  
8. Career management skills  
9. Learning to learn (managing personal/professional development, self-management)  
10. Numeracy  
 

 
Assessment (both elements must be attempted) 
 
1. Written journal article which critiques a topic, theme or issue related to children, young 

people and families. The primary data gathered for this task will normally come from 
placement.  
 

2. Poster outlining key learning/findings from the research process. 
 

Assessment 
number 

Learning 
Outcomes to 

be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Word count (or 
equivalent if 
appropriate) 

1 
 

All Report 80% 5,000 

2 
 

3, 4 Poster Presentation 20% c2,000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The module will consist of lead lectures, practical workshops and tutorials. This is a major 
independent study conducted with the support of individual research supervisors. Students 
will be expected to make full use of the University’s library and VLE to enhance their study. 
Students will be provided with placement opportunities, allowing them to observe children, 



young people and practitioners in settings, enabling links to be made between theory and 
practice. 
 

 

Syllabus Outline: 
 

 Design and manage a research project (e.g. rationale, key questions, research tools, 
ethics) 

 Review existing literature (select, interpret and evaluate a range of academic materials) 

 Ethical considerations 

 Research bias - objectivity/subjectivity  

 Relationship between policy, theory and practice 

 Analyse and present research data 

 Designing conference posters 
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